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the Environmental Protection Agency may 
not enter into an agreement related to re-
solving a dispute or claim with an individual 
that would restrict in any way the individual 
from speaking to members of Congress or 
their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law. 

SA 5065. Mr. SASSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 5042 proposed by Mr. 
INHOFE (for himself and Mrs. BOXER) to 
the amendment SA 4979 proposed by 
Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. INHOFE (for 
himself and Mrs. BOXER)) to the bill S. 
2848, to provide for the conservation 
and development of water and related 
resources, to authorize the Secretary 
of the Army to construct various 
projects for improvements to rivers 
and harbors of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 1009 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 1009. GAO REVIEW AND REPORT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a review, 
and submit to Congress a report on the im-
plementation and effectiveness of the 
projects carried out under section 219 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102–580; 106 Stat. 4835). 

SA 5066. Mr. SASSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 5042 proposed by Mr. 
INHOFE (for himself and Mrs. BOXER) to 
the amendment SA 4979 proposed by 
Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. INHOFE (for 
himself and Mrs. BOXER)) to the bill S. 
2848, to provide for the conservation 
and development of water and related 
resources, to authorize the Secretary 
of the Army to construct various 
projects for improvements to rivers 
and harbors of the United States, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 65, between lines 5 and 6, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. GAO REVIEW AND REPORT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a review, 
and submit to Congress a report on the im-
plementation and effectiveness of the 
projects carried out under section 219 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102–580; 106 Stat. 4835). 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
13, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SR–328A of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 13, 2016, at 9:30 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
13, 2016, at 10:30 a.m. to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘The National Flood In-
surance Program: Reviewing the Rec-
ommendations of the Technical Map-
ping Advisory Council’s 2015 Annual 
Report.’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 13, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SR–253 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a Sub-
committee hearing entitled ‘‘Exam-
ining the Better Online Ticket Sales 
Act of 2016.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 13, 2016, at 2:30 
p.m., in room SH–219 of the Hart Sen-
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my military 
fellow, Ashley Ritchey, be granted 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
the Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE 
CAPITOL GROUNDS 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 131, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 131) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds 
for the District of Columbia Special Olym-
pics Law Enforcement Torch Run. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-

rent resolution be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 131) was agreed to. 

f 

ENCOURAGING THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO TO ABIDE BY 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 
REGARDING THE HOLDING OF 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN 
2016 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 574, S. Res. 485. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 485) to encourage the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo to abide by constitutional provi-
sions regarding the holding of presidential 
elections in 2016, with the aim of ensuring a 
peaceful and orderly democratic transition 
of power. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment and an amendment to the 
preamble and an amendment to the 
title. 

(Strike out all after the resolving 
clause and insert the part printed in 
italic.) 

(Strike the preamble and insert the 
part printed in italic.) 

Whereas the United States and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo (‘‘DRC’’) have a 
partnership grounded in economic development, 
investment, and mutual interests in security and 
stability, and marked by efforts to address the 
protracted humanitarian crisis facing the DRC; 

Whereas, in 2006, the Government of the DRC 
adopted a new constitution with a provision 
limiting the President to two consecutive terms; 

Whereas the constitution requires that elec-
tions be held in time for the inauguration of a 
new president on December 19, 2016, when the 
current presidential term expires; 

Whereas events in the DRC over the last year 
and a half have called into serious question the 
commitment of the Government of the DRC to 
hold such elections on the required timeline, and 
President Joseph Kabila has not publicly com-
mitted to stepping down at the end of his term; 

Whereas security and intelligence officials of 
the DRC have arrested, harassed, and detained 
peaceful activists (such as Fred Bauma and 
Yves Makwambala), members of civil society, 
political leaders, and others, and international 
and domestic human rights groups have re-
ported on the worsening of the human rights sit-
uation in the DRC; 

Whereas there are 12 presidential elections 
slated to take place on the continent of Africa 
by the end of 2017, and what transpires in the 
DRC will send an important message to leaders 
in the region; 

Whereas President Barack Obama spoke with 
President Kabila on March 31, 2015, and ‘‘em-
phasized the importance of timely, credible, and 
peaceful elections that respect the Constitution 
of the DRC and protect the rights of all DRC 
citizens’’; 
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Whereas, on March 30, 2016, the United Na-

tions Security Council unanimously adopted 
Resolution 2277, which expresses deep concern 
with ‘‘the delays in the preparation of the presi-
dential elections’’ in the DRC and ‘‘increased 
restrictions of the political space in the DRC’’ 
and calls for ensuring ‘‘the successful and time-
ly holding of elections, in particular presidential 
and legislative elections on November 2016, in 
accordance with the Constitution’’; 

Whereas many observers have expressed con-
cern that failure to move ahead with elections in 
the DRC could lead to violence and instability 
inside the DRC, which could reverberate 
throughout the region; 

Whereas, on June 23, 2016, the Department of 
the Treasury imposed sanctions against General 
Céléstin Kanyama, the Congolese National Po-
lice (PNC) Provincial police commissioner for 
Kinshasa, the capital city of the DRC; and 

Whereas the Department of the Treasury 
noted that these sanctions send a ‘‘clear mes-
sage that the United States condemns the re-
gime’s violence and repressive actions, especially 
those of Céléstin Kanyama, which threaten the 
future of democracy for the people of the DRC’’: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses concern with respect to the fail-

ure of the DRC to take actions required to hold 
elections in November 2016 as required by the 
Constitution of the DRC; 

(2) recognizes that impunity and lack of effec-
tive rule of law undermine democracy, and that 
the arrest and detention of civil society activists 
and the harassment of political opponents close 
political space and repress peaceful dissent; 

(3) reaffirms its support for democracy and 
good governance in sub-Saharan Africa; 

(4) calls on the Government of the DRC and 
all other parties to respect the Constitution of 
the DRC and to ensure a free, open, peaceful, 
and democratic transition of power as constitu-
tionally required; 

(5) urges the Government of the DRC to dem-
onstrate leadership and commitment to elections 
by accelerating concrete steps towards holding 
elections, including voter registration and pro-
tecting partisan political speech and activities; 

(6) encourages the Government of the DRC 
and all other relevant parties to engage now in 
a focused, urgent discussion to advance the 
electoral process and reach consensus rapidly 
on the way forward by establishing a detailed 
electoral calendar for all elections and enabling 
the candidate selection and campaign process; 
and 

(7) urges the President of the United States, in 
close coordination with regional and inter-
national partners, to— 

(A) continuously verify that such necessary 
technical dialogue occurs and proceeds in a time 
and manner required to ensure the conduct of 
timely elections; 

(B) use appropriate means to ensure these ob-
jectives, which may include imposition of addi-
tional targeted sanctions on individuals or enti-
ties responsible for violence and human rights 
violations and undermining democratic proc-
esses in the DRC at any point in the process; 
and 

(C) continue United States policy with respect 
to providing support for the organizing of free, 
fair, and peaceful national elections. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the res-
olution be agreed to; the resolution, as 
amended, be agreed to; the committee- 
reported amendment to the preamble 
be agreed to; the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to; and that the com-
mittee-reported title amendment be 
agreed to; and, finally, that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 485), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to, as follows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolu-
tion urging the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo to comply with 
constitutional limits on presidential terms 
and fulfill its constitutional mandate for a 
democratic transition of power in 2016.’’. 

f 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
557, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 557) designating Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 557) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY AND 
LEGACY OF THE 12 LOUISIANA 
CITIZENS AND 1 TEXAS CITIZEN 
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES DUE TO 
THE TRAGIC FLOODING IN THE 
STATE OF LOUISIANA IN AU-
GUST 2016 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
558, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 558) honoring the 
memory and legacy of the 12 Louisiana citi-
zens and 1 Texas citizen who lost their lives 
due to the tragic flooding in the State of 
Louisiana in August 2016. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 

the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 558) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3318 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the 
desk, and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3318) to amend the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Act of 2010 to subject the 
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection to 
the regular appropriations process, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. GARDNER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading and, in order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2016 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; further, that 
following leader remarks, the Senate 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein until 11 a.m.; further, that the 
Democrats control the time from 10 
a.m. until 10:30 a.m. and the majority 
control the time from 10:30 a.m. until 
11 a.m.; further, that following morn-
ing business, the Senate resume consid-
eration of S. 2848; further, that not-
withstanding the provisions of rule 
XXII, all postcloture time with respect 
to amendment No. 4979 expire at 2:45 
p.m. tomorrow; finally, that if cloture 
on S. 2848, as amended, if amended, is 
invoked, the time count as if cloture 
was invoked at 1 a.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
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